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FROM: Howard Wandell, Aquatic Biologist

SUBJECT: Water Quality of Waterbury Lake, Oakland County

Waterbury Lake is located within the State's Highland Recreation Area.
Recreational uses of the lake are, however, limited due to the physical
properties of the lake. Its maximum depth is approximately 5 feet.
Shallowness of the lake permits emergent and submergent macrophytes
to cover most of the bottom area. The lake's shoreline and bottom
sediments are highly organic. Currently, according to Park Division »*
personnel, recreational activitflJBSTT!iaJted to primarily w*tgrfowl »»
hunting a n d trapping o f f u r bearing m a m m a l s . ~ '

At this time no water quality information is available for the lake.
We would however, note that based upon toxicity data and data gathered
for other inland lakes in the area that the pH value recorded for the
industrial discharge and the high copper concentration may adversely
affect biological communities in the lake. Treatment should be recommended
to make these parameters more compatible with naturally occurring values.
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